People’s Collective for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Linking Global to Local: Demanding Accountability  

Strategy Meeting to Implement Concluding Observations

Held on September 13, 08 at ISI, Delhi

Minutes

Participants: V.B Rawat (Social Development Foundation), Sunila (People’s Watch), Mohit (GRAVIS), Risha Sayed (Aali), Suman (FIAN), Leni (Cehat), Bijulaal (ISI), Soma, Naleena Jiwnani (Bahá’í House, Shalini( Nirantar), Umakant( NCDHR), Narendra(Ipac), Pam Rajput, Priiti Darooka (PWESCR), Gurinder Kaur (PWESCR), Kanthy Venkat (PWESCR), Amit Ahuja (PWESCR), Punita Shaw ( PWESCR); Archana( PWESCR)

The meeting was a follow up of the National Consultation held on July 07, 08 to discuss next steps and strategies for the implementation of the Concluding Observation.

Agenda

· To develop strategies for next 1-2 years for People’s Collective

· To define the workings of the Collective

· To share mutual work on implementation of Concluding Observations

Meeting started with a quick recap of the National Consultation held on July 7, 08 with Virginia Bras Gomes visit. There were presentations from the three subgroups that were formed on July 7th regarding progress made since then. 
The group on livelihood, development, displacement, micro credit, food and housing pointed out the fact that the power position and poverty have always attacked on marginalize communities as a result of which right to live with dignity are still violated and suggested that one needs to have disaggregated data and should involve lawyers group and need to see how can we work with the lawyers to have legal intervention. 

The group on Health, Education and Sexuality mentioned that as far as health is concerned they are working on universalization of health care and are trying to make state accountable for it, not looking health in isolation, are trying to regulate the private health sector and strengthening the public sector. It was further mentioned that Cehat is working on two prong approach i.e. planning to organize health group meeting in October or November and has started getting in touch with the organization in other states and discussions have already started in UP, West Bengal, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. 
Further talking of education they mentioned that some issues pertaining to education such as wide disparity in enrolment, drop out rate (especially) in context to girls in marginalize community), adult illiteracy, and for budgetary allocation for education. They raised the issue of low funding in public school and the quality of education being provided. The need is to do advocacy for getting the Right to Education Bill to be passed in the Parliament and also by putting pressure on the political parties to get it passed and strengthen the adult education and are addressing the issue of access to education and quality of education. 
And regarding Sexuality they mentioned that they are doing advocacy for repealing section 377 which talks of right to marry and strategies that they have adopted is teachers training, sexuality education.

Then the group on minorities, indigenous people and marginalized communities raised the issue such as unsociability, lack of access to education, health, justice, physical and social access and culture rights being violated. And to work on this they adopted to do advocacy within work and social sector, form collective to put pressure. It was further said that this needs to be a continuous process and there is a need of alternate platform to raise the issues, identify some of the module and need legal intervention as well to file PIL and also need to raise the issues at regional and international forum.

Then the discussion move forward to the implementation of Concluding Observation and monitoring of ESCR. In the discussion participants mentioned –

· The need of having disaggregated data

· Justiciability of Rights and PILs

· Law reform

· Try to link all human rights issues with other treaty bodies for monitoring mechanisms.

· To prepare a report to have a dialogue with planning commission and state party

· Use of display board to make ESCR more visible.

· Need to have nodal ministry as entry point as ESCR is currently spread over several ministries. 
· Fact finding mission

· Need to raise the issues at international/regional forum

· Mid term review

The three important things which got identified for the Collective to undertake are: 
1. To raise awareness about ESCR framework and priniciples. This includes capacity building too. 

2. To do advocacy on ESCR issues at all levels 
3. To form a pressure groups for monitoring and documentation. 
Some important decisions that got made were that need to have short term and long term process.

 Short term process included 

· Translation of the concluding observation 

· dissemination of information at National and State level
· Roundtable conference for ministries and one to one interaction with them in December,08. Start work on this from middle of October. 
Long term goals included 

· Awareness raising on ESCR framework and to develop a tool kit 

· the Collective to become a pressure group over next few years 
Following groups volunteer to undertake translation and dissemination work in various states: 
UP


IPAC, FIAN, AALI. Risha is the point person for UP.

Uttarakhand    
Soma and Tarun Joshi 

Rajasthan      
Mohit(GRAVIS) and  Umakant will talk to CDR and CECODECON
AP                 
CWS, Sunila will talk to them
Maharashtra   
MASUM, Cehat (Leni is the point person)
Tamil Nadu    
Suman, Umakant, Guruswami 
Karnataka       
Equation, FIAN, Siachrem (Sunila to talk to them)
Bihar             
FIAN, CREA (Fian the point person) Suman to facilitate this
Jharkhand     
IPAC (narend will be the point person)
Delhi            
Action India

W.Bengal    
FIAN, Kriti Da, Sunila to talk to him
Manipur       
IPAC (Narend is the point person)
Gujarat     

Cehat (Leni is the point person)

PWESCR will organize meeting around Mid October to start planning for Roundtable in December.

The next Strategy meeting to be held in February. 










